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The measure of a man's real character is what he would

do if he knew he never

would be found out.

~Thomas Babington Macaulay, British historian, writer and politcian

Desmond Hague, CEO of Centerplate, a company that runs
and manages food concessions at arenas, stadiums and other
venues, has found out the hard way how even our smallest
slip-ups can have serious consequences. Hague was forced to
resign from the company after a petition caliing for his ouster
on Change.org’s website had managed to gather 193,000
signatures. The petition was started by the British Columbia
Society for the Prevention of Cruetty to Animals after a video
of Hague abusing a puppy had appeared online. The video
shows Hague alone in an elevator with the puppy. Moments
later he is seen kicking the puppy and pulling it up by its leash,
making the puppy hang by its neck.

The company conducted its own investigation and initially
planned to just suspend Hague but the public outrage at the
video was simply too strong. In fact, some of Centerplate’s
clients had issued statements that they were reviewing their
contracts with company because of the incident and the
public clamor against Hague. Hague was left with no choice
but to resign.

sadly, this is not the only incident of wrongdoing caught on
video. A more publicized case involves Ray Rice, star running
back of the Baltimore Ravens in the U.S. National Football
League (NFL). Rice was first suspended by his team for two
games after a video, taken from a hotel hallway camera,
surfaced showing Rice dragging his unconscious fiancée (now
his wife) Janay Palmer out of an elevator.

Alater video, this time taken from inside the elevator, has come
out and shows Rice punching Palmer in the face while they
were alone inside the elevator, causing Palmer to lose
consciousness. The outrage sparked by the second video has
forced the Ravens to fire Rice, cutting short his five-year, $40
million contract. Even worse is the fact that he has also been
“suspended indefinitely” by the NFL, effectively barring him
from playing football for any other team in the league.

Here at home, local media has focused on the story of a photo
taken of several gun-wielding men surrounding a vehicle right in
the middle of EDSA. The photo was posted on social media
networks because the poster was unsure if what s/he witnessed
was a legitimate police operation or was a criminal act. After
conducting an investigation, the Philippine National Police (PNP)
says that that this was a case of “hulidap”, where operatives of
the PNP extort money from people that they “arrest”.
Administrative and criminal charges are now being prepared
against the persons involved; people who would have otherwise
gone unpunished were it not for the photograph posted on the
internet.

These recent events have proven once again that our already
small world has become even smaller and that it has grown new
eyes and ears everywhere. They serve as a warning to those
who think that their conduct is beyond discovery o reproach.
On a more positive note, these events serve to affirm the
behavior of people who have consistently lived up to the
principle of simply doing the right thing, especially at those
times when their only companion was their conscience.

Jessica Glenzz, NFL suspends running back Ray Rice ver domestic violence
Sccusation, The Guardisn
it heguardan comnor201ise





