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Nurture your mind with great thoughts;

to believe in the heroic makes heroes.
- Benjamin Disraeli (1804-1881), former British Prime Minister

Most of us know that the month of August is Buwan ng Wike
(Month of Language). This year, the month of August has also
been officially proclaimed as Buwan ng Kosaysayan (Month of
History), making the commemoration of our national identity and
heritage more meaningful and enriching. A big part of that
heritage and identity can be understood from the people we
regard as heroes

For that we turn to lose Rizal, our national hero. Since our
childhood we have heard about his superior intellect and many
skills. He was, as we all know, a doctor, writer, sculptor, poet and
many more. Generations have been raised and educated with the
understanding that it was Rizal's two novels that led to the
revolution against Spain. Many of us wil then find it fitting that his
out-size intelligence and his many skills are matched by a sense of
personal integrity and resporsibilty truly befitting  national hero,
2sthe reading below shows.

The greatest tribute to his honesty was paid by his enemies. They
permitted him, though o prisoner, to wander alone during four
vears along. the coast of Mindanao. Sometimes officials even
hinted that he might escape if he wished. But he had promised not
to violate his parole, and José Rizal in all his Iie never broke a
promise! No man on earth could persuade him to do what he
considered dishonorable. Not even the least connivance at a rescue.
would taint his word, not even by allowing other men to entertain
the thought that his foith could be tainted, and not even in dealing
with a government that had dealt perfidiously with him.*

‘Andres Bonifacio, on the other hand, is depicted stereotypicallyas
2 warrior, clad in flaming red pants and brandishing a bolo. He is
the epitome of the term “freedom fighter”. Very few however,
know about 2 less dramatic, but nonetheless heroic chapter of
Bonifacio’s Iifeas ateen.

+Rizal on Honesty hito:/laonlaan blogspot. com/2008/10izal-on-honesty him
ciing Dr. Frank C. Laubach, Rizal Man and Haryr

2Chrs Antonette Pedad-Pugay. Values we mustlearn from Andres Bonifacio

it/ ihco.gov. phindex phy?option=com_contentgtask=viewsid=228te
md=3

Andres Bonifacio was barely fourteen years old when they were
‘omhaned. Without any hesitation, he assumed the responsibility
of raising his younger siblings. In order to meet the daily needs of
their family, he engaged in making and pedding of paper fans
and wooden canes. Despite the fact that he cannot offord o
formal education for himself, it did not prevent him from seeking
knowledge by reading during his free time.

This episode in Bonifacio’s lfe wos not uncommon, since there
were several Filpino children orphaned at young age...instead of
erying over spilled milk, he rose on i feet and worked hord to
roise his younger brothers and sisters. This proved that being
responsible cannot be quantified by one’s age; it is a matter of
leaming how to act, rationalize and decide correctly despite
ovenwhelming burdens and pressures*

But what makes 2 hero? What makes ordinary men and women
stand out from the rest of us? s it their extraordinary acts that
‘exemplify humanity at ifs best? Is it the ability to lead a life of
outstanding character, dedicated to the pursuit of values and
principles? Perhaps, itis both these and more.

Felix Adler, professor of political and social ethics and the
founder of the Ethical Culture Movement, said that “(tlhe hera is
one who kindles 2 great light in the world, who sets up blazing
torches in the dark streets of life for men to see by.” Heroes are
therefore those who inspire others, by the example they make
and legacy that they leave behind. Doubless, the lives of Rizal,
Bonifacio and other heroes have inspired others to hew closely
to their example.

Just recently, the country paid homage to a man whose good
deeds and genuine leadership would have gone unnoticed were
they not unlocked by a tragic accident that took his own life. By
now, everyone knows about the life of quiet, ethical, yet
effective service that Jessie Robredo led. His commitment to
integrity, sincerity and simplicity should inspire generations to
come. More importantly, it should remind each one of us, here
and now, to impose high standards of personal governance on
ourselves. As the French philosopher Simone Weil said, “(t)o be
‘ahero ora heroine, one must give anorder to oneself.”




