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The gem cannot be polished without friction,
nor man without trials. ~ Confucius

Early this month, the city of Landan in the United
Kingdom experienced a wave of vialence unseen in
many decades. Hordes of hooligans taok to the
streets to sow vialence that lasted four days and
Ieft in its wake scores of injured peaple, several
deaths and millions of dollars worth of damaged
andor laated goods.

The ardinary folk of the UK, hawever, have refused
to give up hope. In response to the riots, peaple
have voluntarily gone to the streets ta clean up af-
ter the mess that the rioters have inflicted. Using
Twitter (the very same taol used by the rioters to
gain numbers and saw mayhem), citizens have or-
ganized Riot Cleanup. The citizenry felt that it
needed to lend  hand to their traubled city. At its
peak, 85,000 peaple from all over the UK helped
out in the effort, in ane way or anather.

Sam Duckworth, ene of the organizers of Riot
Cleanup, sums it all up when he said: “...it's been a
nationwide effort and | think the smiles on peo-
ple’s faces as they are picking up the damage
caused by other people without maaning without
complaining, and kind hearted spirit has been the
real symbol of resistance.” It is a remarkable way
for the people of London, with brooms in their
hands and with hope in their hearts, to show their
clear refusal to surrender to the senseless violence
that swept through their city.

On the other side of the planet, the people of

earthquake and tsunami-ravaged Japan continue
to respond admirably to the tragedy that has be-
fallen them.

Five months after the twin calamities struck on
March 11" news has come out that people have
turned in to the authorities thousands of wallets
and purses found in the debris. Not enly that, peo-
ple have also tumed over around 5700 safes
washed ashare on the coastline,

Japan’s Natianal Police Agency says that nearly all
the maney found in the area hardest hit by the tsu-
nami has been returned to the awners. The awners
of the safes are also being identified so that the
safes can be retumed ta them or their next of kin

The Palice also say that while they don't discount
the fact that some maney and valuables may not
have been retumed, they believe that such behay-
ior is mare the exception than the rule. Estimates
of the tatal cash and valuables retumed is an as-
tonishing 2.3 Billian Yen (about $78 million).

Like the thousands of Landoners wha felt it was
their responsibility to restore order ta their city,
individual Japanese citizens have managed to prac-
tice basic honesty even in the face of untold death
and destruction. True enough, the people of Lon-
dan and Japan have shown that one’s true charac-
ter is revealed not when times are good, but mare
importantly, when times are had
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