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Character is higher than intellect.
- Ralph Waldo Emerson

Recent news about widespread cheating in the 2004
and 2007 elections has surfaced. It appears, however,
that people have come to regard the news with a shrug
of the shoulders and a *“what else is new?” attitude. It is
a sad testament to our times that people are cynical
andhave come to accept dishonesty as a matter of daily
life. The Italian thinker Antonio Gramsci described this
cynicism as the “pessimism of the intellect” In a way,
what it says is that we should not expect people to
practice honesty, decency, etc. given how we generally
behave, Worse, we may say that "since everyone is dis-
honest, why be honest ourselves?”

I that's the case, then what were these people think-
ing?

Ricky Lamanilao has been a taxi
driver for the past 25 years
Sometime last month, a Erttish
national got on his cab and forgot
his wallet, passport and other
valuables. Lamanilao wasted no
time tracking down the tourist
andreturning the lost items to the
relieved owner.

& couple of weeks back, two
street sweepers in Taguig re-
turned the amount of P95,000
that they found in a trash can. An
engineer by the name of Dante
Pedrigo sought the help of sweep-
ers Annalyn Aquino and Marilyn
Campos to look for the money
that he had accidentally thrown
away aong with his garbage

They evertually found the money and didr't think twrice
about returning it to its rightful owner.

Everyone probably has heard of the Honesty Café in
Batanes, owned by a retired school teacher named
Elena Gabilo. The store is so named because no one
tends to the merchandise inside it and patrons are free
t0 get items and are asked to pay for these by them-
selves in the right amount, In case they require change,
they must also get the right amount of change - by
themselves. The store has been in existence for severdl
years now and has never had a serious incident of dis-
honesty from its customers.

Perhaps this store keeper, the taxi driver and the street
sweepers, would have every rea-
son to embrace the “pessimism of

E the intellect” Yet they perform

their acts of integrity as a direct

challenge to the apathy, cynicism
and dishonesty that they see
around them. Aling Elena, for ex-
ample, says she set up the Honesty

Café based on nothing else but an

abiding faith in the people’s inher-

ent honesty. Gramsci also has a

name for this behavior; he cals it

the "optimism of the will

What an empowering idea! Indeed,
how we think and feel are impor-
tant in forming our attitude about
the world But how we act,
through the power of our will is
what really matters in forging a
better world for ourselves, our
company, and our courtry.
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