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“Inever perfected an invention that I did not think about in

terms of the service it might give others

I find out what the

world needs, then I proceed to invent” - Thomas Edison

Businessweek recently came out with a list of America’s
Most Promising Social Entrepreneurs, Social Enterprises
are companies that use business and ertreprencurial
principles to help solve desp sodal ills. Below are a few
of the featured com paries.

EcoScraps (Salt Lake City) - Ecoscraps recycles food
waste from groceries, produce wholesalers, food banks,
and other suppliers and turns it into fertilizer for home
gardeners, The company collects the free waste and ap-
plies a spedial process that cuts the composting time
from 3 months to 3 weeks. The final product, which
would have otherwise ended up as organic waste in a
landill, is sold as fertilizer,

Greyston Bakery (New York City) - The company supplies
browries for the famous Ben and Jery’s brand of o2
cream. Unlike most commerdial bakeries, instead of hir-
ing experienced kitchen workers, it takes disadvantaged
individuals from the local community and trains ther ina
yearlong apprenticeship program. Upon completion of
the program, trainess become elighle to join the bak-
ery’s union and receive benefits, Its tagline is, "We don't
hire people to bake brownies. We bake brownies to hire
people.”

BioLite (Brooklyn. NY)— Half of the world's population
uses wood fires to cook food, These fires give off smoke
responsible for about 2 million deaths a year from respi-
ratory disease. Biolite has developed a stove that uses
cogereration technology to capture waste heat to gener-
ate electricity which then powers fans that cut toxic
smoke emissions by 95 percent. The device can also
charge cell phones and LED lights. "While indoor air pol-
Iution reduction is obviously why we're doing what we're
doing .. we als0 want a product that delivers what users
really wart: fast, easy-to-use cooking" says Biolite foun-

der, Jonathan Cedar. (see  http://
images businessweek.com/slideshows/20110621/
america-s-most-promising-social-entrepreneurs-2011/ for
the completelist of companies),

Here at home, Rags2Riches, Inc. has helped the rug-
weaving cottage industry that emerged among the wom-
erfolk of the Payatas Dumpsite. Rags2Riches stepped into
the picture to help the rug-weavers get better access to
mateials and buyers, thus breaking the strangehold of
middiemen. The company also has programs on finandal
and health training, as wel as product design (noted de-
signer Rao Laurel has developed a line of RagsRiches
designs). Rags2Riches now exports to other courtries and
has won the Sodal Enterprise Award at the University of
San Francisco Intemational Business Flan Competition.

One may be tempted to say that social entrepreneurship
can only work in start-ups and small comparies. The
Coca-Cola Company, thirks otherwise. It piloted a pro-
gram in East Africa called Manual Distribution Centers
(MDC) to service hard to reach areas. Through the pro-
gram, Coca-Cola engages independent entrepreneurs that
distribute and sell its products in small, specfic geo-
graphical areas that have poor irfrastructure and are inac-
cessible through delivery trucks. The program has so far
established 7500 MDCs, creating over 12,000 jobs and
generating the considerable amount of $500 Million in
revenves for Coca-Cola,

These companies show that an erterprise can combine
profitability with principled business conduct, Al it takes
i alittle creativity, compassion, and courage to challenge
current paradigms. It is inevitable that more and more
comparies will add their stories to the growing body of
successful social enterprises and programs and continually
refresh the meaning of the phrase, “doing well by doing
good.”
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