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‘When you stand on the victory stand, you must
be able to ask yourself: “Did I win this medal?”
-Kip Keino, Olympic gold medalist

Brigham Young University or BYU is the alma ma-
ter of many famous sporting personalities in the
United States. Danny Ainge of the Boston Celtics
and Phoenix Suns (baskethall) and Steve Young
of the San Francisco 49ers (football) are just a
couple of names on the long list of proud BYU
sporting alumn.

BYU is owned and operated by the Church of Je-
sus Christ for Latter Day Saints, or what we know
as the Morman Church, It is nat surprising that
the schoal has a strict Honar Code which states
that students should “live a chaste and virtuous
life,” at the same time prohibiting, amang ather
things, the use of profane and vulgar language,
cansumption of alcchl, tobacco, tea or coffee

Early in March of this year, Brandon Davies, 19,
one of the star players for BYU's basketball team,
the Caugars, was suspended by schaol authari-
ties from the team far violating the schoal’s
Honor Cade. It was later learned that Davies had
pre-marital sex with his girlfriend, a fact that Da-
vies himself voluntarily admitted to the Cougar’s

For when the One Great Scorer comes
To write againstyour name,
He marks-not thatyou won or lost-

But how you played the game.
from the Poem Alumnus Fostbal by Grantiand Rice

coaching staff and later to the BYU Honor Code
Office.

At the time of Davies’ suspension, the BYU Cou-
gars were ranked No. 3 among all US Division 1
Schools and were tipped to make it to the Final
Four of the US NCAA Baskethall tournament, the
most prestigious college basketball tournament
in'the US. In the aftermath of Davies’ suspension,
the Cougars lost their bid to win the NCAA Cham-
pionship.

Regardless of whether or nat ane agrees with the
Honor Cade of BYU, which in its letter and appli-
cation, is much stricter than that of other US uni-
versities, it is certainly encouraging to find that
same institutions and organizations stil place a
premium an principle and values ahead of win-
ning

Davies’ voluntary admission of his violation and
BYU's uncompromising stance to uphald its
Honar Code, even if these meant seriously un-
dermining the competitiveness of their basket-
ball team, remind us that there are mare impor-
tant things than victory at a sports toumament.
Losing a star player did not mean the end of the
world for the BYU Cougars, as Eryn Sun of the
Christian Post puts it, “..the Cougars continue
on, rebounding shoating, and dribbling with
what BYU hopes is integrity and hanar.”
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