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A problem is a chance for you to do your best.

Duke Ellington, American composer and musician

By now, anyone with access to a television set or the intemet
would have seen the dramatic images of the earthauake that
struck Japan and the tsunami it spawned. The powerful
quake (now upgraded to magritude 9.0) and the tsunami
have brought upon Japan, destruction and death in a scale
unseen since World War II. Despite all this, and even as
Japan s strugging to avert a nuclear crisis, observers are
quick to point out that things could have been much worse.

Japan, after al, has always been very serious about disaster
preparedness, particularly earthuakes, and conducts
monthly drils especially in high-risk and vulnersble areas.
Japan also makes use of the latest in building technology and
adheres to very strict building codes. This is aided no doubt
by the steely resolve of building inspectors to do their job
right (and refuse biibes - that s, if bribes were ever offered
inthe first place).

What a courtry does before a disaster is very important.
However, mitigating the effects of a disaster, also depends
heavily on how people behave during and after such an
event. An eloguent record of the Japanese people’s response
to  the dsater s found in  the blog
hittp://voicesfromiapan.blogspot.com/. It is @ compilation of
tweets and private messages gathered, trandated, and
posted by Mr. Jun Shiomitsu from people actually on the
ground. Here are some of thern,

At the supermarket...! just came back safely from the
supemarket! Man, | was 5o touched at how everyone there
was mindful of others, buying only as much as they needed
and leaving the rest for the people betind them.

A little story about Papa...We lve in an areq that was not
directly hit. When my father came downstairs and heard the
news saying that our area had bequn allocating electricity to
the hard-hit areas, he quietly led by example, turning off the
power around the house and pulling the plugs out of their
Sockets. | was touched. He usually NEVER turns off the lights
orthe ACor the TV or anything!

At a congested downtown intersection ... Cars were moving
at the rate of maybe one every green fight, but everyone was
letting each other go first with a warm look and a smile. At a
complicated intersection, the traffic was at @ complete
standstill for 5 minutes, but 1 listened for 10 minutes and
didn't hear a single beep or honk except for an occasional
one thanking someone for giving way. 1t was a terrifying day,
but scenes fike this warmed me and made me love my
country even more.

0On the platform...The Oedo Subway Line for Hikarigaoka is
very congested. On the platform and at the gate there are
just crowds and crowds of people waiting for the train. But in
allthe confusion, every last person is neaty lined up waiting
his or her turn while managing to keep @ passage of space
open for staff and pecple going the other way. Everyone is
listening o the instructions from the staff and eveyone acts
accordingly. And amazingly ... there is't even @ rope or
anything in sight to keep people in queue or open space for
staff to pass, they just do! { am so mpressed at this almost
unnatural orderfiness! 1 have nothing but praise for these
people!

Card board boxes Thank you! ...t was cold and 1 was getting
very weary waiting forever for the train to come. Some
hormeless people saw me, gave me some of their own
cardboard boxes and saying “you’ll be warmer if you sit on
thesel” | have abways walked by homeless people pretending
J didn't see them, and yet here they were offering me
warmth. Such warm people.

These tweets and messages are truly remarkable and
present a powerful message, especialy to those who forget
civility, basic decency, and right conduct in the face of
adversity - in Japar's darkest hour, its peaple have chosenta
It their best shine through,
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