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The person that loses
his conscience has
nothing left worth

l(ceping. ~ ]zaak Wa'ton

Like many-other Filipinos, Mildred Perez was
forced to leave her husband and two young
children to seek emplayrent in a foreign land.
She flew to Hang Kong hoping to find the means to
pravide for her farily's needs

What she got instead was an employer who
sexually harassed her. She filed a case against her
employer before Hong Kong Courts. That meart,
hawever, that she would be unable to returm to the
Phiippines since Hang Kong law says that she has
to stay put while her case is pending. Jabless and
without other means to support herself, Midred
was farced to rummage through garbage bins to
gather plastic bottles and ather recyclable waste to
sell. Midred was barely able to provide for her
needs but managed to scrape thraugh somehow
with the help of her sister and other OFWSs in Hong
Kang

One day while she was scavenging through some
garbage bins, she noticed a thick packet just
slightly bigger than an airmail envelope. Midred
picked it up and opened the packet. Inside she
found cash and checks amaunting to HK$350,545
or about P2.1 millian

Mildred later says that deciding what to do with the
money was easy and almost instinctive. Despite
having very limited resources, she exerted all
efforts to trace the owner of the money. The owner,
or handler as it tums out, was an employee who
was merely tasked to deposit the money and
checks. Midred says that the look of relief and
gratitude on the employee’s face was priceless
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Mildred was given a can of butter cookies for her
effarts

For Mildred, that packet of cash and checks in her
hands represented a clear ticket out of her
predicament. It would have gained her an end to
her troubles, financial security for her family and
perhaps, justice. It would have been sa easy to
take the money and convince herseff that no one
else would have knawn about it or that it must have
been a git from God in exchange for all the
suffering she has been through

Mildred, however, knew that deceiving herself and
taking the money would have meant losing
samething much more precious — inner peace and
a clear conscience

A poliician has since remarked that *Mildred's
story reminds us all that even in the darkest of
times, our ideals and principles should nat falter.”
Mildred sees nathing exernplary in what she did
She says that, ‘of course, | couldnt sieep. Is
money. That would have aliowed me {0 go home.
But | was thinking, who lef the money? What i e
s just ancther worker? He would fose his job. How
many peaple depend on him? | couldn’ keep i My
conscience would have bothered me no end i | did
otherwise.”

Side story: Were it not for Mildred's extraardinary
hanesty, her own hushand's humble display of
character would have gone unnaticed. Officials of
Nueva Vizcaya province say that about a few
morths ago, Midred's spouse, Eddie Bunde, a
tricycle driver, also returned P20,000 in cash that
was left in his tricycle by a schaol official. He did
nat get butter cookies but was given P10 for fare to
get home:

With reports fom: inqiernet, Philppine infarmation Agency,
GUAT News, ABS-CEN Onine.




