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Where secrecy or mystery begins, vice or roguery is not far off.

If there is one thing that we have a surplus of in sumrmer,
itis sunlight. Sunlight is certainly a most helpful thing - it
illurinates dark areas and is actually the best natural
disinfectant one can find. This is why Justice Oscar
Brandeis of the US Supreme Court coined the term "the
sunlight test”. It was developed to biing to the fore the
value of transparency as an important element of
decision-making

What the "sunlight test” simply means is that a person
confronted with  decision should imagine how he or she
might feel knowing that the decision or act is gaing to be
made and questioned in the full light of public scrutiny. In
other words, the question to ask is, i everyone efse knew
about what you are about to do, would you stil do i7" If
the answer is "yes", then the decision or action is most
likely an ethical choice.

Of course, for all its simplicity, people seem to ignore the
sunlight test and choose to shroud their actions in
secrecy. While it may work for a while, the seductive
charm of secrecy only leads to . where else, the dark
side. Consider the following recent news items

Banker Julius Meinl V, head of an Austrian coffee-
roasting dynasty and chaiman of Meinl Bank, was
arrested late on Wednesday on suspicion of defrauding
investors through secretive share buybacks. The arrest
follows 18 manths of investigations by prosecttors

Accounting giant KPMG was hit with a billon-dollar
lawsuit over claims that it helped "hide catastrophic
problers in New Century Financial Corp. The company,
which is the largest independent provider of home loans
to people with poor credi, fled for bankruptey two years
ago amid mounting customer defaults

Bernie Madoff, conned even the most sophisticated
clients through a simple tactic. Whenever he was asked
probing questions he simply refused to answer, or he lied
Of course, we all know that Madoff now faces a st jai
term for running a worldwide pyramiding scam

Samuel Johnson, British Author
What is comrmon in all the three stories? Secrets, lying
and cover-ups, all known opposites of what the sunlight
test demands: openness, transparency and honesty.
Maybe running our decisions and actions through the
sunlight test can save us al a lot of trouble and can help
lead us to the right decisions and actions,

The Paradoxical Commandments

In 1968, Kent M. Keith, a 19-year-old sophomore at
Harvard, wrote the Paradoxical Commandments. He
describes the Commandments s guidelines for finding
personal meaning in the face of adversity. These
Commandments also offer some points for reflection in
the season of Lent

+ People are llogical, unreasonable, and self.centered
Love thern anyway.

« If you do good, people wil accuse you of selfish,
ulterior motives. Do good anyway.

+ If you are successful, you wil win false friends and
true enemies. Succeed anyway.

+ The good you do today wil be forgotten tamorrow
Do good anyway.

+ Honesty and frankness make you winerable. Be
honest and frank anyway.

+ The biggest men and women with the biggest ideas
can be shot down by the smallest men and women
with the srmallest rinds. Think big anyway.

+ People favor underdogs but follow only top dogs.
Fight for a few underdogs anyway.

+ What you spend years building may be destroyed
overnight. Build aryway.

+ People need help but may attack you if you help
them. Help people anyway.

+ Give the world the best you have and you may get
Kicked in the teeth. Give the workd the best you have
anyway.

A happy Easter to all of us!
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