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A Christmas candle

is a lovely thing;

It makes no noise at all,
But softly gives itself away.
-Eva Logue

There's a clothing company in Ireland that has a
very curious business model Called Acts of
Random Kindness (ARK) Ltd, it describes itself
through its website as “a clothing company with a
difference. There are no shares, no dividends, and
no personal gain. Everything we do goes toward
our mission to spread and inspire kindness”

How exactly does it work?

The idea is to encourage its buyers to perform an
act of random kindness, an “ARK," every time they
wear an ARK shirt. Every item bought even comes
with a cardboard tag, attached personally by the
company's founder, teenager Cameron Stewart,
which suggests a random act of kindness like, “Buy
petrol for the guy next in line at the gas station’ or
“Help an old woman across the street.”

Stewart says that at the age of 17 he was already
buying and selling clothes online. His plan then
was to be a millionaire by the time he reached 20.
He just realized at some point that it must be more
fun to give the money away. Now all the ARK
profits go to charitable works - basically, acts of
kindness on a larger scale.
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Stewart proclaims that the whole point of the
company, and the movement it espouses, is to
change the way people behave. ‘In the world,
everyone is just out for themselves,” he says. “And
to an extent that works. But I think when you start
to put yourself last, you realise that it is the best
way to live”

Stewart was soon joined by other people who
share his views very passionately. Roman
Harrington graduated top of his class from
University of Ireland, went on to work in a think
tank in the middle east, before joining the Irish
Department of Foreign Affairs. He learned about
ARK, quit his government job and is now ARK's Co-
Director. The two preside over the company whose
growing sales is matched by the increasing
number of people who buy and wear their
merchandise and spread that rare commodity
called kindness,

Unbelievable? Certainly, these two young
gentlemen must be insane. And yet, there is a
powerful truth to their work; the world truly needs
more kindness, from all of us, not just during
Christmas, but all year round. As Winston
Churchill once said, “We make a living by what we
get, we make a life by what we give
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