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Heroes

On the day Ondoy let loose its mighty flood, Menchie
Pefialosa was certain that she and her six month old baby
girl were going to drown in the swirling, muddy water that
had suddenly engulfed them. Out of nowhere, a man
grabbed hold of them both and brought them to higher
ground and eventual safety. She was not able to thank the
man however, as he was swept away by the rampaging
floodwater. Ms. Penalosa later learned that the man's name
was Muelmar Magallanes, an 18 year old construction
worker and that he had alveady rescued more than 30
people earlier. The sheer exhaustion from the rescues,
people say, eventually led to his drowning. Muelmar's body
was found the following day some distance from where his
heroic feats took place.

In Rizal Province, Pfc. Venancio Ancheta Jr. saved 20 flood
victims but could not save himself in the end as he was
cartied away by the flood in Famy, Laguna. In the midst of
rescue operations, another soldier and three members of the
(CAFGU) also died: Cpl. Adriano Regua of the 53th Infantry
Battalion and CAAs Erineo Olaguer, Joel Hernalin, and
Florencio Dequito,

Everywhere else, the acts of these brave individuals were
mimored in less dramatic, but nanetheless, heraic fashion. In
Quezon City, a manager for & publishing company opened
her home to over 250 people when she saw that the chapel
that they had taken refuge in was being threatened by rising
waters. She did not hesitate to provide them with food and
water as well. A securty guard at UERM Hospital was
caught in video diving into the chuming pool, that was
minutes earlier the hospital’s parking lot, to save a doctor
who was marooned on the roof of her car. A Quezon City
judge was reportedly able to save over 100 lives by bringing
fife vests and a couple of rubber boats to conduct his own
rescue operations

Al over the country there was, and stil is, a genuine
outpouring of support and assistance. People have donated
their money, goods and, more importantly, their time and
energy. PLDT employees were no exception to this surge of
volunteerism. Our employees rescued co-employees and
other persons, often unsure if their own families were
already safe. Others rushed to man their posts, check on
faciliies or conduct immediate repairs even under the
harshest of conditions and with very itle regard for their own
personal safety.
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Bob Riley, an American poltician once said that “hard
times dont create heroes, It is during the hard times when
the “hero’ within us is revealed " Indeed, what Ondoy (and
Pepeng) did was allow these heroic individuals a chance to
display what was inside them all along. Certainly these acts
of courage, generosity and seffessness were likely
impelled by a simple reason - it was an understanding that
what they were doing was the right thing

A daily hero ...

Eften Pefiaflorida, grew up in a poor farmily, in the slums of
Cavite. His youth was spent in the presence of violence, as
street gangs terrorized everyone and everything. At the age
of 16, he realized that the best way to fight the violence was
to educate and enlighten young chidren. Despite his limited
means, Pefiaflorida set up the Dynamic Teen Company
(DTC), a group dedicated to promoting basic literacy skils,
values formation, and even personal hygiene. Armed with
plastic bags loaded with books and school supplies,
Pefiaflorida and his team roamed the shantytowns of Cavite,
offering kids a street classroom where they could learn new
things for free. That single pedicab has now evolved into the
"Kariton Klassrums"™ several pedicabs that include a mini-
library, teading aids, blackboards, and even detachable
tables and chairs. One of the mobile classrooms was even
converted into a "relief cart” for Ondoy victims.

Pefiaflorida eams a living as a public school teacher in
Cavite but it is his weekend advocacy that has, over the
years, inspired over 10000 teen volunteers to join him
Pefiaflorida is now one of the 10 finalists of the prestigious
Cable News Network's (CNN) Hero of the Year He was
selected from over 9000 nominees coming from over 100
counties - & recognition of his quiet, patient and determined
heroistn
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The world is moved along, not only by
the mighty shoves of its heroes, but also
by the aggregate of the tiny pushes of
each honest worker. - Flellen Keller

With sauces om CNNcom, GMA, inquber.net




