
 

 

 
 

 
Waste picker communities reap from PLDT, PBSP’s waste management efforts 

 

 
 

At PBSP’s recently concluded Xtrash Challenge, PLDT and Smart were recognized top 
performers and were awarded with trophies handcrafted by displaced victims of the Taal 
volcano eruption using reclaimed materials and designed by Dr. Willie Garcia, founder 

of Junk Not--company committed to community engagement and sustainable waste 
management. 

 
One man’s trash is another man’s treasure. This holds true for some 300 beneficiary 
families who are set to receive food packages as part of the waste management program 
launched by the Philippine Business for Social Progress (PBSP) to mark its 50th 
anniversary. 
 
Dubbed as Xtrash Callenge, the initiative was implemented in partnership with Basic 
Environmental Systems & Technologies, Inc., (BEST), and aimed to raise funds for urban 
poor communities by incentivizing the waste collection efforts of companies. Points were 
awarded for every kilo of waste surrendered to collection centers.   
 
As an affirmation of the Group’s commitment to environmental stewardship, PLDT and its 
wireless unit Smart Communications, Inc. (Smart) were able to collect and segregate over 
5,400 kilograms of waste. At the conclusion of the challenge, PLDT and Smart were 
recognized among the top performers in the NCR-wide challenge participated in by 
PBSP-member organizations. 
 
“Managing waste management is essential for building sustainable and livable cities. This 
challenge is concrete evidence that behavioral change and private sector participation 
are key to a functional waste management approach. We recognize the efforts of our 



 

 

members and their role as critical and committed actors in this battle against solid waste,” 
said PBSP Executive Director Elvin Ivan Uy. 
 
“We are honored and thankful to receive these awards as top participants of PBSP’s 
recycling initiative.  I receive them on behalf of the PLDT and Smart employees who 
generously participated in the program despite the limitations of COVID,” PLDT and 
Smart Corporate Sustainability and Investor Relations Head Melissa V. Vergel De Dios 
said. 
 
The equivalent environmental points gained by PLDT and Smart were used to purchase 
food packs for underserved areas. In partnership with  Samahan ng Nagkakaisang 
Pamilya ng Pantawid (SNPP), these food packs were distributed to 300 families in waste 
picker communities in Imus, Cavite, Makati City and Muntinlupa City. 
 
“It is a testimony to ‘malasakit’ – a value that PLDT and Smart continue to demonstrate 
over and over, from the delivery of services to our customers, to commitment to 
sustainability projects such as this,” Vergel de Dios added.  
 
This initiative is aligned with the group's commitment to the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (UNSDGs), particularly SDG #12: Responsible Consumption and 
Production which ensures the sound management of chemicals and wastes to minimize 
their adverse impact on human health and the environment. 
 
For over 25 years, PLDT, together with subsidiaries Smart and ePLDT, has been an 
active member of the PBSP which is also currently headed by PLDT Chairman Manuel 
V. Pangilinan. [END] 
 
 
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
  Melissa V. Vergel de Dios             Cathy Y. Yang 
  sustainability@pldt.com.ph              corpcomm@pldt.com.ph  
 
 
 
 
About PLDT 
PLDT is the Philippines' largest fully integrated telco company. Through its principal 
business groups — from fixed line to wireless — PLDT offers a wide range of 
telecommunications and digital services across the Philippines’ most extensive fiber 
optic backbone, and fixed line and cellular networks.  
  
PLDT is listed on the Philippine Stock Exchange (PSE:TEL) and its American 
Depositary Shares are listed on the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE:PHI). PLDT 
has one of the largest market capitalizations among Philippine — listed companies. 
 
Further information can be obtained by visiting www.pldt.com 
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