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The real man is one who always finds excuses

for others, but never excuses himself.
- Henry Ward Beecher

In what one online publication calls “a strange twist”, the
woman at the center of what is widely referred to as the “Pork
Barrel Scandal”, Janet Lim Napoles, has come out with two
affidavits which, among other things, link more government
officials to the anomalies regarding the pork barrel and
Malampaya Funds. At the same time the affidavits contain Ms.
Napoles' plea for immunity from prosecution as a state
witness, bundling in an apology to God and the Filipino nation.
These affidavits contain a virtual admission that she did
indeed perform the acts alleged against her but are quick to
proffer reasons why she should be eligible for immunity.

1. Not the mastermind, —Ms. Napoles says that she does not
have the capability to pull the strings in what is a
complicated scheme, she blames the lawmakers and the
implementing agencies instead, arguing that they were in
control of the projects and the release of funds.

2. Not the most guilty.~ Related to her first point, Ms.
Napoles states that the transactions were at the instance
of the lawmakers and their agents and that they were the
ones who would ask for a “rebate” on the funds used.
Those who have “a high position and responsibility to take
care of public coffers,” are more gity, she says.

3. 1am a scapegoat - Being tagged as “the pork barrel queen
and mastermind,” “most guilty,” “center of controversy,”
and “architect of the PDAF scam”, were “very painful” for
Ms. Naploes. She said the allegations serve to “confuse”
the public and divert anger to her whose role in the
transactions was very small.

4. Ididn’t know it was llegal ~ Ms. Napoles said that she had
no intention of violating the law. She thought everything
was perfectly legal since she was talking with high offcials
and since everyone else was doing it anyway.

5.1 want to be part of “tuwid na daon”. ~ As part of her
wholehearted regret over what has happened Ms.
Napoles says that she now wants to expose all the
wrongdoing that has taken place, in line with the
President’s Tuwid na Daan (straight path slogan.

What we refer to locally as a “palusot” is given a more scientific
sounding name by experts and scholars: “neutralization”. The
idea behind this is that a wrongdoer describes his/her act
differently from how others perceive it in order to rationalize
what they have done. This somehow allows them to admit that
they did the thing, without admitting that it was actually wrong.

By claiming that everyone else was doing what she did, Ms.
Napoles employs the classic neutralization of spreading the
blame. Spreading the blame is also evident in the way she says
that she is not the most guilty, which other experts call the
“doctrine of relative filth”. Below are a few other
neutralizations.

+ Denial of responsibility ~ The wrongdoer says that s/he had
0 choice and was forced by circumstances.

+ Denial of njury ~ Here the argument is “no harm, no foul.”

+ Denial of the victim — In the event that people were harmed
by one’s actions, a usual response is that “They just got what
they deserved.”

+ Condemning the condemners — In this example, the
wrongdoer cries persecution by saying that the accusers are
simply out to get him/her.

« Appeal to higher loyalties ~ This is the case when people use
their families and other obligations to justify wrongful
behavior.

+ Claim to entitlement — Some persons feel that they have
sacrificed or contributed a lot to a cause or undertaking and
that therefore they are entitled to certain allowances,
bending of the rules, etc.:

The lst above is certainly not exhaustive® and is a testament to
the possibility that our tendency to neutralize and rationalize is
part of the natural and ancient instinct of self-preservation
shared by humans and animals alike. What makes human
beings rise above this instinct, however, is our ability to reflect,
discern and make the right choices. That way, we won't have to
rationalize and make excuses at all in keeping with what an old
proverb says: Don't do what you'll have tofind an excuse for.
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