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Sports do not build character,
they reveal it.

- Heywood Broun, American sportswriter

Football fans from all over the world - including a steadily
growing number of Filipinos - have had their eyes glued to
their television sets, as 32 teams battle it out to take football's
ultimate prize, the World Cup. Maybe it's because the World
Cup happens only every 4 years that fan interest is high, very
high.

Civil servants in Malaysia, for example, have been advised by
their superiors to ensure that they will be “fit for work” since
it is expected that they would be watching football matches
late at night or early in the morning. A study in the United
Arab Emirates also warns employers in the Middle East that
productivity is expected to drop during the World Cup as staff
“come in late the next day” or that others “will call in sick or
take a day off". Even more time can be expected taken away
from productivity as some workers will watch highlights of the
matches at work or discuss matches with colleagues.

Football's impact is even felt in the stock market. Alex
Edmans, a professor from the London Business School, has put
together a study to show that "When there is a loss in a large
international sporting match, the stock market typically does
worse in the country that has experienced the loss, although it
doesn't always happen.” He adds that “World Cup elimination
leads to the home stock market falling by 0.5% the next day,
‘even after controlling for other determinants of stock
returns”. True enough, England's loss to taly sent the UK
stock market falling by 0.34%, and when Spain lost 5-1 to the
Netherlands, the Spanish stock market fell by 19 the next day.

Regardless of how shares of stock perform, it i performance
on the pitch that fans really want. In this latest edition of the
World Cup, underdogs like Costa Rica and Columbia have
over-achieved while traditional football powers like England,
Spain and Portugal have made an early exit.

The on-field antics of Uruguayan forward Luis Suarez, one of
the game’s biggest stars, however, have eclipsed many of the
noteworthy stories in the Warld Cup. Suarez, who also plays for
FC Liverpool in the English Premier League, was absolutely
sublime as he scored 2 goals to beat England; a major feat
considering that he had knee surgery just over a month ago.

He was at his worst however when Uruguay beat italy 1-0, as he
was accused by Italian defender Giorgio Chiellini of biting his
shoulder. Reviews later showed that Suarez had indeed taken a
bite off Chiellini, a finding that was perhaps bolstered by
previous incidents of Suarez hiting at least two other opponents
in other competitions - not to mention photos of his teeth
marks on Chielinni’s shoulder. Suarez has been assessed a nine
match ban, effectively disqualifying him from participation for
the rest of the tournament, as the rest of the Uruguayan team
advances after the win.

If there are low points, there are also highs. lapan took an early
lead against African side Ivory Coast, 1-0, only to be stymied at
the end, 2-1. It was a painful loss for the sizeable contingent of
Japanese fans. Before the Japanese fans left the stadium,
however, they picked up their litter from the stands to dispose
of properly elsewhere. Japanese fans were truly a class act
throughout their participation in the World Cup s they did the
same thing again when they lost to Columbia and were held to
2 draw by Greece. Their actions have drawn admiration for their
country and people, even as their team has been eliminated
from the competition.

Grand sporting events like the World Cup bring drama and
highlight the best and worst of humanity. If we look close
enough, we will find much to leam about competing fairly,
conducting ourselves with dignity and propriety (whether as
active participants or mere spectators to events), and bringing
out the best in each and everyone of us.
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