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My actions are my only true belongings.
| cannot escape the consequences of my actions.

My actions are the ground upon which | stand.

~Thich Nhat Hanh, poet, peace activist, Zen master

The photograph was indeed very good. It showed a boy of
nine or ten smiling radiantly, a clump of seaweed crowning
him. It was entitled “Neptune King of the Sea” and its caption
said that the photo was taken in a coastal community in
Zamboanga, while the young boy was taking a break from
helping his father gather seaweed.

Mark Joseph Solis, 22, a Political Science graduate cum laude
of the University of the Philippines (UP) and a current
student at the Master of Public Administration program of
UP's National College for Public Administration (NCPAG),
submitted the photo as his entry to the Smiles for the World
photo contest organized by the Chilean Embassy in the
Philippines. The photo won top honors at the contest and
Solis was given US$1000 and a round trip ticket from Manila
to Chile and Brazil as his prizes.

There was just one problem — the photo was not Solis’
original work.

It turns out that the photo was actually taken way back in
2006. Gregory John Smith, a social entrepreneur based in
Brazil, quickly informed Ambassador Roberto Mayorga of
Chile that the photo was in fact the property of the Children
at Risk Foundation and that he was the one who took the
photo in Brazil. He also showed proof that the photo had
beenlifted from hisFlickr account.

Confronted by the evidence, Solis admitted that the photo is
not his. He has since apologized to Amb. Mayorga and has
issued an online apology to Smith. Solis blames his “youth,
lack of experience, and the inability to see the repercussions
of my actions” which all led to “a regrettable lapse in my
judgment.”

Condermnation for the act has been swift, and in many cases,
severe. Amb. Mayorga expressed his deep disappointment,
as he announced the forfeiture of the prizes and possible
legal action against Solis.

NCPAG has reportedly organized a committee to investigate
the matter with one offical at the institution saying that
Solis actions have cast doubts on his academic record at UP.
It has also been reported that this is not the first time that
Solis has used someane else’s photographs to join and win a
contest. For its part, the office of one senator, for whom
Solis worked briefly, disavowed any connection with him by
tweeting thus: “To those asking, Mark Solis was a
probationary staff for three months. He has not been
connected with our office since June.

The most stinging criticism, of course, is found in the
uncontrolled and predominantly anonymous world of sodial
media. Solis is now the butt of the most unkind jokes, cruel
slurs and all sorts of unsavory remarks. Much of the
bitterness expressed by netizens is likely borne out of
frustration and disappointment at how an ostensibly bright
young man, with a promising future ahead of him can so
wantonly forget the value of honesty. Others are more
cynical however, saying that Mark Solis’ unfortunate story is
but natural and expected, gven that offenders in this
country believe that they are immune to reproach, much less
punishment. All that Solis did was to learn from, and follow,
theirexample.

Regardless of the eventual outcome of this story, it is
regrettable that Solis has found out the hard way what
American artist and philosopher Elbert Hubbard said: “Men
are not punished for their sins, but by them.”
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