[image: image1.jpg]<

ipples
Volume 5 » I;sue 12

(9

CORPORATE
GOVERNANCE

OrPLoT

Are you searching for the perfect gift this Christmas?

Why not set a good example?
Search the internet or listen to AM radio. You will learn about
many Filipinos who have performed deeds of honesty. The
most recent addition is Amando Amisols, an immigration officer
at the Ninoy Aguino Internationl Aifport (NAIA)

Just last month, while he was at work at the airport, Amisola’s
attention was called by a passenger to an envelope that was
Ieft at his counter. Inside the envelope Amisola discovered
$10,000 and travel documents. He quickly searched for the
owner of the envelope and found him at the boarding gates,
The relieved owner tharked Arisola for his honesty.

It was learned that Amisola’s mother was in the hospital and
that her treatmert requires a sizeable sum of maney. Amisola
however, says that taking the money for himself or his mother
never crossed his mind. Classical scholar, Thomas Morell
captures the significance of Amisola’s act fully when he said,
“The first great gift we can bestow on others is a good
example”

How about peace?
On Christmas Eve of 1914, in the first year of World War |, men
from Great Britain, France and their allies were on one side of
the western front while a few yards away were the Germans
and their own allies,

On that day, soldiers on both sides of the front heard Christrmas
carols being sung, Then the Germans soldiers, happy to receive
miriature Christmas trees from home gady displayed these
alongtheir lines, This had a remarkable effect on British soldiers
who responded by shouting Christmas greetings to their
nermies on the other side. 5o it was that on Christmas eve and
Christras day of that great war, soldiers who were ripping each
other to shreds just a day before were fraternizing across “no-
man's land”, They shared stories, food and drirk, exhibited
photos, and even played a game of foctball, A party had thus
replaced the battle. It did not last though, as orders of the
superior officers from both sides sadly broke up the sudden and
sportaneous outbreak of peace

With sources from: Philigpine Star Oniine and.
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Decades later we still yearn for peace in our troubled world.
Fr. Manoling Francisco’s song “One More Gift” expresses
hurmarity’s uriversal desire for peace with the line “If there
i one more gift I'd ask of you Lord, it would be peace here
on Earth.” This Christrmas, give the gift of peace and let it
spread. If sworn enermies can do it in the middle of & war,
relatives, friends and colleagues can certairly do 50 much
more,

How about a part of yourself?
The dlassic Christmas short story “The Gift of the Mag?” is
about a young couple who were madly in love but were
down on their luck. Della Young, anxious to give her husband
Jim & gold chain to attach to his watch - a family heirloom
that he deeply cherished - had saved for months but could
only manage a dollar and spare change. The only thing of
value which she had was her beautiful long har that reached
down to her knees and which she had lovingly cared for over
the years, The decision was nonetheless made. She went to
wig shop, sold her hair and bought the gold chain for Jim’s
watch,

Now she had the perfect gft, she thought, as she rushed
horme, Jim came home shortly and his face was ashen at the
sight of his now short-haired wife. Worried about Jim, Della
asked what was wrong. Jim, held out his present to Della
who saon understood the irony of it all. lim’s presert was a
set of ornate combs that Della had longed for in the past Jim
had bought it for her to use on her long, beautiful hair - after
he had sold his prized watch.

Were Jirm and Della fodlish? On the contrary, the author of
the story concludes that these two are the wisest of gift
givers. They knew that real giving would require parting with
something equally precous to themsslves, The poet Kahil
Gibran had this to say about giving, “You give but little when
you gve of your possessions, It is when you gve of yourself
that youtruly gve.”

Peace, love and joy to
all this Christmas!




